Wayne Shepard

January 13, 1951 - February 26, 2023

Wayne Shepard, a native of Wilmington, NC, born January 13, 1951, took
flight to his eternal home Sunday, February 26, 2023. He was the second born
son to Thomas Shepard, Sr. & Mazie Shepard (Foister). Wayne had one older
brother, Tommy, and a few years later, became a “big brother” to triplet sisters,
Faith, Hope, and Joy. He loved his baby sisters and turned over his earnings,
as a teen, to buy material for their hand-made clothes. Wayne earned money,
while still in high school, working at a family-owned grocery store. Everyone
that knew Wayne knew how much he loved and cared for his friends and
family.

Wayne was preceded in death by his wife of 43 years, Rosemary Shepard,
their only son, Thomas Bryant Shepard (Brian), maternal & paternal
grandparents, his mother Mazie and father Thomas, sister Hope, brother
Tommy, and nephew Jerry Wayne. He was a loving husband and father and
worked his whole life to provide for his family.

Throughout his career, Wayne worked as a rural mail carrier, for the U.S.
Postal Service, as a truck & delivery driver for Pepsi & Cheerwine Bottling
Companies, and, later in life, he and wife Rosemary worked, together, at
Wilmington Star News delivering the local newspaper.

Wayne never met a stranger throughout this life. Many people called him a
great friend and confidant. He had a loving, caring, and kind spirit and would
give you his last dollar if you needed it. He had a love for fast cars, specifically
Corvettes, and owned a couple in his lifetime. When riding the family around



in his “new toy,” he was thrilled to show them just how fast it would go. While
he enjoyed the thrill of his speedy new ride, he most enjoyed making others
smile and laugh. He was a jokester, at heart, and made it a point to
incorporate something funny into every conversation.

Surviving Wayne are his two sisters, Faith & Joy, as well as many aunts,
uncles, nieces, and nephews. He did not have biological grandchildren but
was lovingly referred to as “Pop” by a very special great-nephew, Colton.



Tribute Wall

Joy & Faith,

It was a real pleasure being able to have met your brother Wayne!
Getting to give him haircuts and chat during. He was funny and
charming.

Reading what you told about him above is so heart warming-
sounds like Wayne was a wonderful big brother friend and overall a
wonderful human being &J

He was blessed to have the two of you keeping care for him these
last years! Glad you could have that time to make those memories.
Some people don't see their families much at all. | love how your
family is so closenit §

Glad to be even a small part of your lives.

It's a tough road having your loved ones get sick and even pass
away but knowing they are with the Lord after can cushion the loss.
I miss Jerry Wayne still and now Wayne has joined him. Your know
they are looking after y'all from abovefe) () @)
You are both in my thoughts and prayers

Shelly Leonard - March 02, 2023 at 09:18 AM



